REPORTS OF THE PRESIDENTIAL CO\/IMITTEE ON THEL
REVIEW OF THE 1999 CONSTITUTION HELD IN IDU URUAN
ON MONDAY 9™ APRIL 2001

The Great Debate ol 2 Rewewmg‘ the 1999 Censtltutxon of the
Federal Republic of Nwerla shttted base to Uruan =

In the proces_s,-tjte;.Court Hall‘\of UruanlLocal Government Council
was packed full as earlyas IQ..OOZ'.-ztz_jm: en the Day ef'Review — Monday

9" April, 2001. A os b

The hmin t‘eeturc's of the. dey were'.'#‘

1. The composxtton of the ngh Table whtch was. p[’CbldCd over by a
sea s'- hed and an accomphshecl Rettred Permanent Secretary —
Chlef B E~ Akpan-who was\ ﬂanked by equally dtstmgwshed

aF petsonahttes hke OBONG B A Nyong,, 7! the Obom of Uruan, Dr.

[.fkp-onﬁ of the Umver51ty of Calabar and Mr Donatus E. Okon —

-,"-’_'.:The Co oxdmator ofthe PCRC for Uruan LocaJ govunment Area.

Lb&blllld“y, .a total of 19 papers w:.re presented whlch artleulated

‘-

on certain’ katwes of the 1999 constttutton Thc ‘aCademia interest

0toups such as Nka Ibcredem thto Uwa.n nger Delta Youth Movement

’ -—":.."- Foo 33

(Uruan Chapter) the Uruan Natton = an aggregatlon of Pohtlcal Class In

Uruan, Tradtttonal Rulers and md1v1duals thh vcsted mterest 1n the

w . X

s
~

leHClpIeb and structure of the 1999 CODSILIUUOH articulated in the

COHSII[LIUOR which was Seen as that of “Tallormg the IaIIOILd”

LT ,‘..u-‘-n .,‘ b
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O\ CO\STITDTIONALISM AND FEDERALISM

T'he asse mon had a common concensus that the 1999 constitution

was a military contrap‘tion'ff, and‘_f;f__‘,thoréfdr’ej; Z.- was not sufficiently

representative of the views of Nigerians hengce its’major {laws.
Arising from the flaws contained-in the supreme document, Uruan

people noted thot a‘ constitution, ‘the world over, is the collective will of
the people. It is-'a"Sup‘re'me or fundamental law of the land, which should

seck to serve and protect the interest and legitimate aspirations of the
people. -

-

'Gn m;' prmuplos of I’ederahsm the peoplo agreed no less with

.(“

ptoh,bbox:. C thare A Appadoml and Francis Adigwe that

federa'_lism'i*-ig__;fa,'_pohnoal' system_agyyhere ther__c;__‘are autonomous units and

each.- oi tho component uths derlves 113 power and authorlty from the

\.onsntutmn Thoy contondcd further that the dlstmgmshmg characta.r of

are subordinate to each other but that' the two' levels of governments are
coordinate andindependent.:; - " e

LIS

The idea of -a_federalism, the people contended, is the coming

er of the component statés that make up.the federation. It is the

= S

ederating units that create thé'_c:chtef and nor-vice versa. Therefore, since

Nigeria is a British or colomal creatzon whcrc pcoples of various and

distinct nationalities were fused_’,togethe_r,' the cons’_titution should

e
P



guarantee a reasonable degree of 11berty to the federatmg units. For True

Federalism to thnve _]USthE they contended must be seen to reﬂect the

1,

;,,-' ;

conduct of govemment busmess and net. parochxal Lnterest
Other salient areas Wthh Uruan people arucuiated 'npc_)n_yverc:-
- ; Revenue'ﬁ;‘l.l'oe;t.ion B |
- Resou%ce Control - .
~ Devolution of Powers
- Judiciary
- Language Issue
© Moy Righs
R i o i
_ **::d i_ﬁdn Instltutlons g
- - - Human Rights. . X
ON REVENUE ALLOCAHON =
Ine assembly contended that States should generate revenue from
tbeir nanural ="~ouments » E,'a;hr"of"-,__ the 'federat'mg units_shou]d be
2IHONOMOUS In ':.;::.esehﬁg 1tsresources mthe bcst \‘way it deems fit and
from it pay equal contribution to"fhie eenter.
there are more :re‘s_p:(')ns'ih'ilities i the States and Local

Governments, it should be- the  duty of ‘the States and Federal
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Consequently the formula forRevenueAllocatlon should be on the

basis of |
(a)  Viability and Derivation Prthipléré;-f w

(b)  Absorptive Capacity .

J

(¢)  Land Mass
(d)  Population|
(¢) Lq }‘ality'ol'fSiat:c‘s,, ]

|

~Translating the above, the Revenue sharing formula should be

o b 'Fedefal G‘ov'cf,r;ment - 20%

Y

by

State ,Go,vermnént N - 50%

 Local Government - -..30%

g&ﬁ&;OURCECdﬁTRQL?fj.

J)

Belore control, Respurces were defined to mean asset, a country’s

vhich 1s not restricted to productidq of petroleum products.

Resources in the view of the: people include all natural, material and
human resources found in the territory of a particular state.

(
()
¢

tion 4 (3) of the constitution 1999 goives' the central (Federal)

Government via the National Assembly exclusive power to make laws on



items found in the Legislative List which are sct O;Jt in part 1 of the 2™
schedule to the constitution.

.In the opinion of Urué.n peop}ve,_‘ xtem ‘39 mthc, e#c‘lusive list shouid A.
be amended anc;i transferred totheConcunent list where the state
govemmeﬁt would have powérs to. makelaws on its control.

The germane of this posi'tion" becomes clear when one realizes that
mines and minerals  including oill fields, oil mining, geological surveys
and mineral gas included in item 39 are found in the territory of the states
and it is the states ’that, _suffer all forms of dcprivaﬁiohé. The territory of

each. states cémp‘x 1se both lénd and water In line with this, Uruan people
reasoned that thé; should be nothmg hke Onshore/Oil shore Dichotomy.

’I;hey Ilcra'soned further that to ensure tr‘uc;_federahsm the component
states should bc able to make: laws to regulate How thur resources are

being exp loited. Thpiy should take pai‘t m 011 exploranon explmtatxon
and control .comban; (1es) that tap's 011 m 1hé1r tcrntory
[he revenue extracted from resé‘L;rce- exploxtatlon.should be paid to
ne Sizie Account. 50% o'f this should be paid to the Federal Pool
Account. - When this is done, each state will -dcvelop according to its pace
and cater for the needs of her residmts. |

e people of Uruan con ndéd that if the jssge'of reso.urcc-cz:onﬂtrol
d by the polity devoid of self-péfoéhial-. interest, no

more shall there be Ogoni and Niger Delta problems on whose ha.cls 1hc,
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[he advocacy by Uruan people-for Resource control falls in line
7 the Republican constitution-of 1963 ‘where: cocoa, Groundnut and

Paim Oil were controlled by ‘the Regional: Governments — Western,

e

Northern and Eastern Regional governments respectively.  This, in
comparative terms, they reasoned, had been the case since the Norman

conguest of 1066.

L

0N DEVOLUTION OF PO

oo BTN il

The ; 963’;__¢onstituti'on was‘-;ye'ry_explicit on this and equitable. The

.

~eople of-Uruan urged a rewsxt to that.

=0

he' idea of vthe presidcnéy'_; Sur'n__m'oriing ALocal Government

[~c assembly believed in True Separation of Powers’ between the

o

levels and arms of;go;v_cr'nmérft in the federation — namely the three Tiers

covernments at-each tier—=-viz.-, .- .
-,. Ve ae 3 = L] .
- £ ¥

The Executive, Legislative-and Judicial arms of government.

=~
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In terms of power sharing among \:;the fedcréting units, Uruan
people. opined that the federation should be- split iﬁto six Geopolitical
Zones. |

There should be Rptationaiffes;agpgy__,gil_go;zb the six Geopolitical
zones in the ;ouﬂtry. bk

These six ‘Geopolitical_’zonéfs: ;;.hoﬁld comprise -

(1) Squ;th— South | ' |

(2) | South - East

@ N oty ety

(5..-).:-‘.”'}',:_-"_1\10111'1 West

| (6) North Central or Mlddlc Belt
Thexe. 5hall be: six’ VICC Presxdents thh ééch tenure terminating
:::’:'ﬂlé présidént. ‘ E &

Tenure of the Prcmdunt— 5 ycars for 1 tenurc

ne for the six Vlce Premdents who should act in thexr zones as if

oresidents. Tenure of Ofﬁcc of Govemors 4 years ior 1 tenure based on

nopular demand/perfarmance whlle in ofﬁce

LOCAL GOVERNMENT CIIAIRMEN AND CONUCILLORS
However, the political s_\'s'ter-n of Nigeria is based on 3 tier system

Government of - Federal, State and Local Governments. Sections 130 —
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175 of the 1999 constitution and section 197 — 212 spell out clearly how
the Federal and State governments should run and relate. ‘But section 7 is -

both ambiguous and nebulous. The section gives the State House of

Assembly Powers to make ldw_‘fo,_r}-fthc—; establishment, structure,

composition, finance and functions of the. Local Government Councils.

|
|
1

Uruan positci:d the questiori:mr'“Why didn’t the constitution allow the

establishment, strdcture, composition, finance and function of the Federal

and State Governmcnts into the hands of the National and State

assemblies respcctiyely”?
Dur view is that section 7 of the constitution should be amended to
nake for.stability and umformlty In the polxty Thc conbutution should

outliné. -the procedure for the election - an,.c‘l.,_-:r.emoval of the Local
sovernment Chairman and Councillors:as well-as:the political structure

and separation of jjoxyers, in ,tvh'e.._*L_'()'é"al.Gb'\'/é:lr_rinient"s'.fﬂf:-i'l et

“When this is Q:'dohc, lhc spatc of suspcnslon 1mpn,ac,hmcnt and near

anarchy or anomic currently_‘_besetting«the Local Government Councils

tween Chairman and Councxllorb would bc, L,hmmdtud

(9]
(@)

Llected officials 1nto the councils should possess a minimum
quzlification of OND to make room for better- articulation and provision

for local nceds while in the council.



ON JUDICIARY:
articulated that thé appointment of Judges into the

State High Courts and Magistracy sh(')uld“bc' state rcspfonsibility and not
The composition of the Supreme Court should be expanded to
reflect the multilingual, multiethnic nature of the State of Nigeria.,_,:i:‘ It

v el

hould be more than the present 7.
Age of Justice into the Apex Court should be a minimum of 45
years with at lcai:st 15 ycars post call experience. %

Judicial’ Officers should be allowed to exercise the independence

I

the constitution‘provides. = -

ON LANGUAGE ISSUE: _
r Since " N1 gena 1s a composmon of multlethmc ahd multilingual
hatioﬁalities, 1t IS 1mm0ralfor thc constltutlonto arrogate the use of any
'partic}ular Nigerian Languagé as. altematwetoEnghbh — our colonial

heritage — as a medium of expression in ‘either Unity Schools or in the

National A‘ssembly.
The aspect of the constitution relating to the use of Hausa, Igbo and

Yoruba should be expunged completely from the constitution or any

LiacaNJJiial

-ncouraged will bring about acculturation .or extinction iof other ethnic

iisw U Ul A
-~
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nationalities. This, in the opinion of Uruan people ncgates the principles
ofdemocjacy_and spirit of _fede_ralism.

In thc v@w of Uruan pcople reach ethnic nationality should
continue to speak thc;r languaéé‘whlle English, as a language should
serve as 1he_r,mcdium of commwl_ica,.tvi_:ojﬁ." Our justiﬁcation on this is
drawn from thclstrcngth that fc;f somc 99 years, the various peoples of
Nigeria came gnder one form or the other of Britishbolonialism where
English was ‘wici'cly used as tljlre medium of official connf:nunication.

Our other justiﬁggtioﬁ for Wishing English adoptcd, as a Nigerian

langudge s the fact that much of ‘Africa and the world uses English and

French ih’-;?'linféf'riétionall tfansactions. 'Our only. adji.mct to English in

-t

\m,rla 15 F rcnch in the sense that most mcmbers ot E COWAS and OAU

French sppakmg | o ~' --\. :

All lanr*uages n: ngena should be glven c.qual opportumnes

ON MENORITY AND HUMAN RIGHTS

Chaptcr 4 of the constxtuuon should be amended 10 mclude Right

.o
oo

10 c’ignitjz'dﬁhé Humqn_P.er"son.":f: i

. G et ‘ S ot
ad | A x4 e

There éhduld be right to'__q:g.'cerit Iiviflg:_wherc individuals unable to
compete in the economy should be.empowered economically. =~

The ights of nihio’fitj'ff '_:éziéla.ves .in- the Republic should not be

.t

trampled upon by thc ma_]omty ke S gy
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The constitution should guarantee and enforce the rights ol all the

people in the republic that are not against the purpose of the State.

 Appointments .iﬁtc.) theb'CiviAl _;Servic"e' of théi'ch'ublic should reflect

the Federal character and not lobsidéd:parochial interest.

ON RELIGION:

There should be -no State Religion in the Republic. The State
should be secplar‘-"'t'o make way for the worship of God according to one’s
conscience, conviction or.bé!ieﬂknowledge of Him and not an imposed

system of.worship. ' In short, we advocate Freedom of worship.

ONTRADITIONAL INSTITUTION:

The Traditional institutions was . represented - by their royal

Hichnesses — the kings- who articulated the creation of a council of chiefs

> %

nonvmous to what obtained ‘in _thé,_ﬂrst'_R,cgublfifc.‘-, i
Such council‘of Chiefs should be:in. Advisory capacity where states
vould be advised based o_n"'cumulated-"-j'cxp_eriencc‘ of the Paramount

L

rs. Clan and Village Heads. :;

b S Ta the
Y Liiv

Traditional” ‘.RLIIIVCI‘S should be accorded proper

ommensurate remuneration to reflect their stations as

custodians of custom. Traditions .-and. culture of the pcople from

armoaratiam Fm
——iliCilduiuUll U
= =
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ON STATE SECURITY AND ELECTIONS:

The Police Fércc should continue to be Federal concern.  States
could be cmpower;cd to set .L'1p vigilantcgroups to complement efforts of
the Police inmaintaining and enforcing 'law and orde;.'

Electic;ns_ into " all '-Legislative and Executive oi’ﬁccs should be
conducted and éupgrviéed by INEC and aﬁy Sfate Elcctoral‘system should
be abolished or cxﬁunged from the constitution.

Tiig IN'Ed-, sh_Quld deli'ncatc more Federal and State constituencies
to ;pakc room for gl_'caAt,érland more widespread fcprcsentation by the
| Jvoph., mboth theState and Na'tion-arl Assemblies. The provisions of the
1979 constntutlonmthls regard should be adoptc‘:d... .

__IStajtes.aﬁd.iLoéal Governments not viable éhould be merged with
more ‘;*_iz‘x:ble ones th avoid waste of funds'.‘» ‘ ]

Uruan pcop{l;;c{:‘cﬂ)_qgl'_lecd_the‘_._‘se_s'sion'wiﬂ;_'-ja-'bcliei".that it is only a
TRUE %;RM o fiedcrahsm ‘Lhat‘ : .c_:a-n, guarantee the corporate existence

of Nigeria and Nigerians.
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APPENDIX

LIST OF CONTRIBUTORS TO THE GREAT DEBATE IN

URUAN LOCAL GOVERNIW ENT AREA
MkmsonﬂJ B Ikpe R - State Co ordinator PCRC.
Mr. Donatrgs E‘. Okon | . - LT LGA Co-ordinator PCRC

7.7+ Uruan Local Government
v TArea

. = H
!

Obong Baxr. Nyong E. Udoh -

- Executive Chairman —
Uruan Local Government
Areca

A Chigl B, E. 'Akpa{f - | Chairman'bfthe Occasion

PCRC -—. Uruan — Mbiaya
Uluan e

Obong B,}‘_A,;Nyong”fz " - FST'AI{I'—;Obom Uruan —
e g > MbiayaUruan

: Thﬁ Rapporteurs (1) P. A. Essoh - Ibikpe Uruan—Lecturer

o Un1ver51ty of Uyo ~
" (2)  KenB.Mkpa-Idu Uruan Lecturer
A -:'Umversny of U)’O -

Nka Ibeledem Ndn,’o__Uruan (NINU) Repfesen“d and paper

[ sPresented by its Secretary —
. General — Iberedem Peter A.
: _---Essoh

: chr Dulta Youth Movement (NDYM) = Repxesentu,d b}’ its State

BT a D Orgamzmg ‘Secretary/Uruan
R L i~ "= Youth - Leader —  Hon.

"~ Michael Nsima Okon —
 Eman lkot Ebo

‘The Uruan Nation ~ 't - 7 Anaggregation of the

Political class.-in Uruan -
Represented by Chief ok
“Tom Nywouirg — Mbiaya Uruan

-
k&~
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Mr. Edwin Bassey Okon

N Victor 13. oo

Dr. Jeiome 13, Mbat

Chiel Barr., Tom . Udonsck.

(Moderator)

Uruan Council ol Chiefs

Dr. Ukpony

<O

Mr. Jumds E. Asuquo

ir. Godwin Usen Akpabio

14

Emman lkot Lbo -

[Kot Otoinyie - Lecturer --
University ol Uy o
[du Uruan = Lecturer -
University of Uyo

Ibiaku Ishiet - Legal
Practitioner - Wisdom
Chambers

~ Ndon 'bom - Lecturer —

University ol Calabar

Ekpene Ukim — Lecturer —
University of Uyo

Mbiaya Uruan

Idu Uruan — Lecturer -
University of Uyo

A School Teacher [rom
Uruan



